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Minutes of the Executive Meeting
Held in the Whitehouse Working Men’s Club, on Saturday 14th February 2009

The Chairman opened the meeting, and asked all present to 
stand for a moment’s silence in respect our esteemed colleague 
Joe Elwood, who passed away on 30th January 2009.

The Secretary then read the minutes of the last meeting, 
which was passed as a true record, proposed and seconded by 
Raymond Connors and Tommy McMinn.

Correspondence was read out and expanded on where 
necessary.  Questions have been raised by member clubs 
regarding honorariums.  The Inland Revenue have made it 
clear, that where a lump sum is paid, it is taxable.  If it is to 
compensate for expenses incurred throughout the year it is 
advisable to claim such expenses on a monthly basis so as not 
to incur a tax liability.

Questions about franchising catering facilities have also been 
raised.  It is legal to employ such a facility as members may not 
have the qualifications for handling food etc.  Sections 15, 16 
and 17 of schedule 1 of the clubs order only prohibits profits 
arising from the supply of intoxicating liquor to clubs.

Some letters were read out from member clubs to local M.L.As.   
We are pleased to see that some clubs showed a responsible 
attitude and responded to our request as the legislation review 

was intended to relax the burden on clubs and bring them 
more into line with other sectors.

A financial report was presented by the Treasurer.  Copies were 
distributed and the Treasurer went through the report, giving 
explanations where necessary.  This was passed as a true record 
and proposed and seconded by Gerry Gallagher and Jim Wilson.

We were informed that some members are having problems 
with satellite TV.  We were also informed that our good 
friend from Marsh Insurance, Ken Watson, is retiring from the 
company.  We wish him every success for the future, and will 
always be reminded of him when watching his famous football 
club Reading United.

Letters have also been sent to the First and Deputy First 
Ministers seeking their support in amending the 1996 Clubs 
Order.

Meetings have taken place with all the political parties, 
particularly members of the DSD committee.  We are satisfied 
with the reception we are getting from all those we have met.

We plan to set up a meeting to address the DSD committee at 
which we will be accompanied by solicitor and accountant.

We have been highlighting the contribution to society by clubs, 
both in supporting sport and the financial contributions made 
to the exchequer which goes into many millions per annum.  We 
have also illustrated the burden on running clubs, with insurance 
cover, the necessity of employing chartered accountants, stock 
controllers, rates bills, which cost on average £10,000 per 
club per annum, the costs of purchasing skips/equipment and 
travelling expenses and other ancillary expenses eg. gas, electric, 
water and telephone charges etc.  The costs for licenses for 
gaming machines and the donations given to charities.

The Chairman gave a rundown of contacts via our helplines 
which have been dealt with during the month.

The next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting, which 
will be held on Saturday 14th. March 2009.  We ask as many 
committee members as possible to be there early to help with 
arrangements.

As there was no further business the meeting was closed. 
 
Bob McGlone, Secretary.

N.I.F.C. HELPLINES
 O7889 800329
 07889 800331
 07889 681714
 07889 800325
 E-mail: info@nifederationofclubs.com
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An Overview of the 2009 A.G.M.
Held in the Member’s Rooms, King’s Hall, Belfast on Saturday 14th March 2009

We were pleased 
to see an excellent 
turnout of delegates 
representing clubs 
from throughout the 
province, who were 
presented with a 
folder upon arrival 
which contained 
information on 
matters such as 
the financial report, 
promotional material 
and information from 
respective suppliers 
and charitable 
organisations, such as 
the Northern Ireland 
Cancer Fund for Children, Marie Curie and the Ulster Cancer 
Foundation.

The P.R.O., Harry Beckinsale introduced the Federation 
Chairman, John Davidson, who formally welcomed those in 
attendance before opening the meeting.  He commenced by 
asking delegates to observe a moments silence in respect of 

our past members, making particular reference to Joe Elwood 
who passed away most recently.

At this point the Secretary, Bob McGlone, was invited to read 
the minutes of the 2008 AGM which were subsequently passed 
as a true record by Tom Hinds of the Ulster Maple Leaf Club 
and Tony Moore of the Goodyear Sports & Social Club.

The Treasurer, Davy Larmour, then read out a financial report 
from the accounts prepared by Federation accountant O’Hara 
& Shearer.  These were accepted and passed as a true record.

Moving on to focus on the central activities of the Federation 
the Chairman made a substantial presentation on the 
Federation’s submission and associated details in respect of the 
Liquor License Review.  The Chairman’s presentation covered 
all aspects of our endeavours including the extensive range of 
meetings with respective political representatives, including 
those sitting on the Social Development Committee at the 
Legislative Assembly.  The overall support of those on the DSD 
Committee is most encouraging and we are hopeful that the 
Minister, Margaret Ritchie M.L.A., will realise the important role 
private member sports social and recreational clubs play in 
underpinning the entire spectrum of sporting and recreational 
life in Northern Ireland.

The Chairman continued to support the club sector argument 
for change by reading specific points outlining the benefits 
provided by clubs and the burden imposed upon them by 
Legislation.

At this point the Chairman moved on to cover the rates 
issue, providing details of correspondence forwarded to 
and received from the DECAL Minister, Gregory Campbell 
M.L.A.  This outlined that clubs in Northern Ireland benefit 
advantageously from those in the UK who are required to 
sign up to the requirements of CASC which places limitations 
on the manner in which they are required to operate.  The 
Minister did however outline that we approach the new 
councils for the additional 20% rates relief, once they are up 
and running.

Federation Executive Committee members with a number of club delegates in attendance at the 2009 AGM.
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Price increases have presented problems in what is an already 
difficult economic environment and the Chairman, mindful of 
this, read the content of correspondence forwarded to major 
suppliers.  Comments from the body of the hall included 
those made in respect of sourcing supplies from independents.  
However it was pointed out that servicing of equipment would 
have to assured, furthermore the PRO pointed out that some 
products were cheaper due to containing a lower ABV.

Income tax on amateur sport continues to be a thorn in our 
side.  It seems that locally, HMRC are applying different rules 
to allowances as correspondence from HMRC in the UK 
affords those engaged in amateur sport certain allowances 
despite what the local office say.  The Chairman explained that 
this matter is being investigated by our accountant.  Indeed it 

may be required to take a test case to secure a satisfactory 
outcome.

Requirements to register as a sports club were provided 
to those present following which the AGM moved to cover 
labour relations issues.  This important aspect of the day-to-
day management of a club was covered by executive member 
Joe Patterson who has many years experience as a trade union 
official and who now acts as a consultant.  Joe advised clubs 
to check that their club policy covers employment issues.  
Those policies provided by Rollins Insurance Services should 
provide this cover, however we cannot fully vouch for policies 
provided by other brokers so please check the detail of your 
club policy.

continued on page 6

Federation Chairman, John Davidson, opening the meeting.

Federation executive members, Philip Mallon (2nd left) and Joe 
Patterson with delegates representing Goodyear Sports and 
Social Club and the Lurgan Mechanics Social Club. 
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An overview of our membership of CORCA and the role we 
play within that organisation was provided.  There are many 
advantages apart from the meaningful contribution we make to 
all those organisations which hold membership.

A debate on electrical testing was very helpful in highlighting 
problems in some areas as to the time limits applied to some 
aspects of certification.  Following this important issue it was 
appropriate to highlight the importance of health and safety 
checks.  It was advised that club delegates download the health 
and safety check-sheets available on the Federation’s website.  
Using these sheets would establish some degree of good 
practice when used alongside the cover provided by respective 
club insurance policies, always providing that a club’s policy 
provides cover for health and safety issues.

Requirements of the Performing Rights Society (PRS) were 
provided by the PRO who went on to explain the excellent 
association established with the Society over many years.  
The beneficial rates applied to private member clubs were 
highlighted.  Delegates were advised to contact the PRO via 
the helplines in the event of a problem arising.

Nearing the end of the AGM the PRO covered details of the 
support of local charities through the Cheques For Charity Day 
which this year saw ten local charities each receive a cheque 
for £500.  It was explained that the presentation is made by the 
Federation on behalf of member clubs throughout the province 
to Northern Ireland based charities and good causes.

Details of the annual Dinner and Dance which will be held in 
the King’s Hall on Saturday 25th April 2009 were provided.  

Entertainment this year will again be of the usual high standard, 
with William Caulfield being our headline act with music being 
provided by Contrast which features the outstanding vocal 
talent of Janeen Withers who has recently completed touring 
with Van Morrison.

The PRO outlined the importance of supporting those 
companies which support the Federation, all of which were 
provided on the powerpoint presentation, highlighting that 
where and when possible it was important to, in return, secure 
the services they provide.

This concluded the AGM at which point the Chairman thanked 
delegates for attending and wished them well for the year ahead.

Delegates representing Crawfordsburn Country Club and the 
Ulster Maple Leaf Club.                                          Pictures by The Party Press
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NIFC Chairman, John Davidson (front right), and executive 
committee members with the happy recipients at the Cheques 
for Charity day held in December.

Federation Awards
to Local Charities

Sinclair House
23 Bedford Street
Belfast
BT2 7EJ

Tel: 028 9023 1770 
Fax: 028 9032 7344
Email: info@rgsinclair.co.uk
www.rgsinclair.co.uk

Robert G Sinclair and Co
Solicitors

CELEBRATING
25 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE25

Specialising in:
• Licensing
• Litigation/Claims
• Leases and Conveyancing
• Debt
• Employment Issues
• Contract
• Property and Construction Disputes
• Company Work

Working for You

RGS Work Advert.indd   1 3/2/09   16:31:28

The Federation annual ‘Cheques for Charity’ awards day was 
hosted by the Mount Masonic on December 14th 2008 when 
ten N.Ireland based charities each received a cheque for £500.

Charities included were as follows:
The Northern Ireland Cancer Fund for Children, N.I. Chest Heart 
& Stroke, Marie Curie, Jordanstown Special Schools, Fleming Fulton 
School, Glenveagh School, St Vincent De Paul, Mitchell House School, 
Tor Bank School and Macmillan Cancer Care.

An honorarium is not a 
salary; it is by definition 
a ‘voluntary fee for 
a voluntary service’.  
HMRC defines honoraria 
as payment made to 
office-holders for doing 
something they are not 
rewarded for in any other 
way.  Either the members in general meeting or the committee 
may grant such persons an honorarium in recognition of those 
services, provided the rules permit.

Many clubs assume that, due to the fact that honoraria are 
often of insignificant amounts, they are tax-free.  This is not 
the case.  Payments of honoraria, whatever the amount, are 
subject to Income Tax and National Insurance and must be 
included and dealt with in accordance with the rules of PAYE 
in the same way as the payment of wages or salaries to club 
employees.  Straightforward payment or reimbursement of 
out-of-pocket expenses will not attract Income Tax.

If your club is paying honoraria for the first time, or if payments 
made in the past five years have not been taxed under PAYE, 
then your tax office will advise you what to do. The correct tax 
office is the one dealing with the club, not the tax office of the 
person in receipt of the honorarium.

Honoraria
Guidance for your club
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For over 20 years Rollins 
Insurance Brokers, and in 
particular Dermot Rollins, 
have had the privilege of 
insuring a large number of 
the Federation members’ 
Clubs.

Over this period numerous 
different types of claims 
have been dealt with and 
there have been no major 
difficulties in the relationship.

Insurance premiums 
and covers have of course varied depending on the market 
conditions and it needs to be remembered that due to the 
special partnership, many Clubs have been able to obtain 
insurance cover and continue to trade despite the majority of 
Insurers not being interested in Clubland in the Province.

There has been a continued effort to keep insurance costs 
competitive whilst maintaining excellent cover for the client 
Clubs.  The length of the partnership speaks for itself and as 
much as possible. we have dealt with Insurers who look at how 
to pay a claim and not how to get out of paying one.

The end Underwriters have had many years of experience in 
insuring Clubs in Northern Ireland and over the years clients 
have found that their premiums have remained acceptable even 
if they have suffered the occasional major claim.

The cover has continued to be monitored and additional 
services such as Legal Expenses insurance are now dealt with 
by a locally based company.

If you wish to obtain a quotation or advice, please do 
not hesitate to contact either Dermot Rollins on 028 
9087 3002 or Michael Arneill on 028 9026 0531.

Long Term Insurance 
Partnership

Dermot Rollins,
Joint Chief Executive

The increase in the price of alcohol is alarming with respective 
discussions doing little to belay our concerns.  The cost of raw 
materials appears to have dropped yet the cost of the end 
product continues to rise!  Against this we see big cutbacks in 
staff and marketing, against reports of huge sales levels driven 
by the pound euro exchange rate.  It is likely that the most 
affected are answerable to shareholders, leaving those at the 
coal face to face the music from customers.

History shows that the recent economic downturn is to 
a certain extent being used as a vehicle of convenience to 
implement cutbacks, similar to those in the great depression of 
the 30’s. when similar scare tactics which offered to retain staff 
at the expense of pay rises were adopted, only for jobs to be 
lost in the end anyway, in other words history may be repeating 
itself.

Price Increases
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NO ONE
DOES IT BETTER...

No-one offers you the peace of mind and a trading
relationship that requires no risk, work or outlay on your
part. Others promise - but we deliver. If you are
considering your options in Vending - even as an existing
Holmes customer - SPEAK TO US BEFORE MAKING
ANY DECISIONS and get the facts.

� FOR ALL YOUR VENDING NEEDS �

FOR ALL SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS
028 9060 6453
Email: julie@holmesvendni.co.uk

The Magners Light Style Awards took place recently at the 
uber stylish Café Vaudeville.

A gathering of the Province’s most stylistic and image-
conscious icons celebrated their style at one of the hottest 
parties in town, which was hosted by Cool FM DJs, Pete 
Snodden and Kirstie McMurray.

Gavan Morris, Marketing Manager Magners Light said, “The 
evening was a tremendous success with Belfast’s Café 
Vaudeville packed to capacity with trendsetters and VIPs.

The Magners Light Style Awards have become a major event 
on the social calendar where the Belfast fashion-set come 
to see and be seen.  The awards salute the most iconic 
individuals and inspirational places in Northern Ireland whilst 
recognising that Belfast is fast becoming a capital of style and 
culture.

“It comes as no surprise to see Northern Ireland’s favourite 
low calorie cider, which comes in a sophisticated silver bottle, 
synonymous with style and glamour.  The brand is a perfect 
fit for the fashion conscious and the Magners Light Style 
Awards.”

Magners Light Style 
Awards

Winners make a bid for Style

Nuala Meenahan, winner of the Magners Light Most Stylish Female 
Award with Gavan Morris, Magners Light Marketing Manager.

Better value than News Letter, Irish News or Belfast Telegraph

SAVING YOUR 
CLUB MONEY

Biggest selling local morning newspaper in Northern Ireland
†

Biggest read local morning newspaper in Greater Belfast
†

Biggest read local newspaper in the rest of Northern Ireland
†

Telephone: 028 9056 8110

Entertainment Renewals, 
Public & Legal Notice 

Advertising

Better value than News Letter, Irish News or Belfast Telegraph
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Hollywood & Donnelly, 
has recently launched 
new Magners Pear to the 
NI drinks sector.  With 
more than seventy years 
of heritage producing and 
marketing ciders, Ireland’s 
only cider manufacturer 
is very excited about the 
prospects for this new 
product and is confident 
that Magners Pear is a 
unique taste offering 
which will expand the 
cider category.

Current market trends 
indicate considerable 
potential for Pear, with 
the Pear and Fruit Cider 
category now representing 
a considerable share of 
the NI Cider market.

Magners Pear has a 
refreshingly light pear 
taste - crisp with plenty of 
fruity character.  Available 
from March 1st in 568ml 
Pint Bottle and 500ml cans, Magners Pear will 
be available throughout the Licensed trade.

Gavan Morris, Marketing Manager, said “We 
know lifestyles and tastes continue to change 
and our competitors have responded more 
quickly than we have, but our customers are 
ready for a new fruit based drinks alternative 
from a credible, quality brand and Magners 
Pear will match that need perfectly.

Pear is a natural and exciting step for Magners 
and it shows we are prepared to respond to 
consumers and drive market growth in this 
difficult market climate.”

A multi-million pound marketing campaign, 
which will include TV, Outdoor, Radio, Press 
and Online communication, in addition to an 
extensive sampling campaign and dedicated PR 
programme, will support the launch.

Fresh off the Presses ‘New Magners Pear’

John Davidson and Harry Beckinsale from the Northern Ireland Federation of Clubs are pictured with 
Miss GB, Gemma Garrett, and Commercial Manager of Hollywood & Donnelly, Brian Magennis (right) 
at the launch of Magners Pear which took place recently in Belfast.

Kenny Gribbon, Gary Buntang and Jim McKerr from the INF Club, Lurgan with 
Miss GB, Gemma Garrett, at the launch of Magners Pear.

N.I.F.C. HELPLINES
 O7889 800329
 07889 800331
 07889 681714
 07889 800325
 E-mail: info@nifederationofclubs.com
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Recently, Guinness announced details of “Guinness 250 - Music 
from the TV Ads” - a collection of music from some of the 
most iconic Guinness advertisements.  The CD was launched 
to mark the 250th Anniversary of Guinness.

“The GUINNESS 250 - Music from the TV ads” album, features 
music from ground-breaking and iconic campaigns and reflects 
the quality and eclecticism that has generated the music 
selection for the Guinness advertisements.  Artists featured 
include, Jesus and Mary Chain, The Ramones, Patti Smith, Dusty 
Springfield and Al Jolson, among others.

Grainne Wafer, Senior Marketing Manager, Guinness said, “This 
year, we are celebrating 250 remarkable years since Arthur 
Guinness made the momentous decision to sign a 9,000 year 
lease on the famous St James’s Gate brewery.  As a part of our 
250th celebrations, we wanted to share some of the best loved 
tracks from our iconic advertising campaigns throughout the 
years.  Since 1929, Guinness advertising has been an essential 
element in building the Guinness brand.  The music selection 
is a key component in the development of all of our ads and 
careful consideration is always given to choosing the right track 
for each and every Guinness ad.  We are delighted with the 
music collection and we know that consumers in Northern 
Ireland will greatly appreciate it.”

The latest television campaign, entitled “Classic Ads”, includes 
a series of re-runs of some of the most popular Guinness 
advertisements from the last 80 years including, 1955 ‘Sea 
Lion’, 1955 ‘Toucan’, 1974 ’30 seconds of Darkness’.  The ads 
are shown through a Guinness Time Machine, which has been 
designed to give the ads an historical context in celebration of 
250 years of Guinness.

“Guinness 250 - Music from the TV Ads”, is available in all 
major music stores now.

Guinness and EMI 
Launch Definitive 

Collection Of Music 
Used In Guinness 

Advertising

Federation Secretary, 
Bob McGlone, has 
many happy memories 
to reflect on, but none 
more so than his time as 
a member of the highly 
acclaimed Harmonica 
Hotshots, a local 
harmonica quartet of 
unquestionable quality.  
This talented group of 
musicians played venues 
such as the London 
palladium and were at 
the time sharing the 
limelight with many top acts such as Val Doonigan.

At the time the Morton Frazer Harmonica gang were enjoying 
a high profile.  However this was viewed by many at the time as 
being mainly due to the comedy talents of the act rather than 
their musical ability.

Like most musicians, Bob continues to enjoy playing and still, 
may I add, to a high standard.  Forget about the mouth organ, 
Bob plays a fully fledged harmonica which requires great 
dexterity and musical knowledge to play at his level.

Federation Secretary 
Still Plays a Merry Tune

Bob, third from left, with the 
Harmonica Hotshots in their prime.
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When you fill your club
with music, you fill it with
customers too.

Your performing and mechanical rights service

PRS for Music is the trading name for Performing Right Society Limited. 

For more information, or to buy a Music Licence, call
0800 5884 101 or visit www.prsformusic.com

As an organisation that represents Northern Ireland's musical talent, we are
proud of our long-standing relationship with the NIFC and would like to thank
them for their continued support of music in Northern Ireland's clubs. 

Music attracts customers, keeps your staff happy and enhances the 
atmosphere of your club. 
You might not know that if you play music in your club, whether it's 
background or live music, using a TV or a DJ, you need our Music Licence.
Our Tariff JMC was created specifically for not-for-profit members' clubs 
like yours, so you can be sure that you are being charged fairly.
PRS for Music is a not-for-profit membership organisation. 90p in every 
pound we collect goes to music creators. 

All readers of Club Review playing music can save money, simply contact us
quoting ‘Club Review’ to qualify for our lowest rate.

NIFC Advert.qxd  16/03/2009  10:31  Page 1
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Switch your business to Airtricity and, not only 
will you be reducing your carbon footprint, you 

will also be reducing your energy costs.

At Airtricity we offer very competitive rates
for businesses in Northern Ireland. We are
also the only electricity provider who can

supply 100% renewable energy.

So why not join over 9,000 satisfied
customers in Northern Ireland who have

already made a big difference to our 
environment, and to their energy costs.

Switch your business today
by calling 0845 603 444.

www.airtricity.com

REDUCE YOUR COSTS
Reduce your carbon footprint

H&W Welders and 
Dundela F.C. Combine 

for Good CausesThe Government has published proposals for a Discrimination 
Law Review which would, for the first time, consolidate under 
one Act, the various existing pieces of legislation concerning 
discrimination.  The Government has concluded a public 
consultation of this Law Review and a ‘Single Equality Act’ will 
be laid before Parliament.  Most observers of parliamentary 
procedure consider that this new legislation will now not be 
introduced by the year end timetable but will be introduced 
next year.

This proposed Act will affect those clubs which continue to 
elect women to non-voting membership in the case of a club 
which is primarily for men, or men to non-voting membership 
in a club which is primarily for women.

Those clubs which operate a single sex membership policy 
without admitting members of the opposite sex to any form 
of membership will not be affected by this proposed new 
legislation.  Those clubs which continue to admit women 
to non-voting ‘associate membership’ will be unable to do 
so following the introduction of this Act. There is nothing 
to prevent a club from agreeing special reduced rates of 
subscription for say, widows of members, ladies over sixty 
or sixty-five years of age, or couples.  Alternatively, full 
subscriptions could be phased in over a period of two or 
three years, thereby reducing what can, in some cases, be a 
dramatic increase in subscription.  In short, equal voting rights 
do not necessarily mean that everyone must pay the same 
subscription.  Clubs wishing to amend their rules in order to 
create an equality of membership are advised to contact the 
Federation on any of the helplines.

Single Equality Act - your questions answered

Q.  Which clubs does it affect?
A.  Every club apart from male only clubs.

Q.  Our club gives limited rights to women.  Will it 
apply to us?

A.   Yes, if your club accepts payment, even if less than men, 
and allows women in the club (even if they cannot vote or 
attend meetings) it will be affected.

Q.  When is it likely to come into effect?
A.   We don’t know for certain.  It will be considered by 

Parliament during this year and become law around June 
next year.  We will let clubs know when firm details are 
available.

Q.  What does it say?
A.  The Government proposes to make it unlawful for mixed-
sex private clubs to discriminate between men and women so 
that people are not treated as second class simply because of 
their gender.  The Government will also outlaw discrimination 
by private clubs based on religion or belief, pregnancy or 
maternity, gender reassignment or age.  The Government will 
also outlaw discrimination by private clubs against guests on 
any of these grounds.

Q.   Will women have to pay the same subscription 
even if they do not want to?

A.  Yes.

New Discrimination 
Law Due Soon

The annual football game between Harland & Wolff Welders 
and Dundela F.C. and the associated show in H&W’s Social Club 
provides a valuable contribution to local charities and good 
causes.  This year nominated charities ranging from Marie Curie, 
Fleming Fulton and Harberton Special School were included in 
the recipients which each received cheques of over £300.

Pictured are the representatives of the benefitting charities 
with Tony Jones and Sylvia Pavis who do outstanding work for 
good causes. 
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Ranked by Chambers UK 2009
as the top licensing solicitors

in Northern Ireland

Two of Guinness’s most iconic ads return to our screens in the 
latest Classic Ads campaign celebrating 250 years of Guinness.

At the beginning of March, Guinness announced details of the 
next instalments in the Guinness Classic Ads campaign, which 
marks 250 years of Guinness and pays homage to 80 years of 
Guinness advertising campaigns.

This next phase 
of the campaign 
sees two of the 
most iconic and 
most recognisable 
Guinness ads, 
‘The Island’ and 
‘Anticipation’ 
returning to our 
screens.

‘The Island’, more familiarly known as ‘Tá siad ag teacht’, makes 
a much awaited comeback on Monday March 2nd.  ‘Tá siad ag 
Teacht’, the only line spoken in the advertisement, captured the 
imagination of Guinness drinkers and aired for the first time in 
1977.  It continues to be among the nation’s favourite Guinness 
ads having won numerous industry awards including, the Silver 
Lion at the Cannes International Advertising Festival, a Clio 
Award and in June 1999, it was voted Ireland’s advertisement of 
the century in Marketing magazine.

‘Anticipation’ (1994), known to many as “The Dancing Man”, 
went on air on 9th March.  The advertisement became one of 
the most talked about Guinness ads with actor, Joe McKinney 
strutting his stuff around a pint of Guinness as he waited for 
it to settle.  The appeal of the ad was further enhanced by its 
infectious soundtrack by the Perez Prado Orchestra.

Grainne Wafer, Senior Marketing Manager, Guinness said, “Both 
‘The Island’ and ‘Anticipation’ are two of our most loved and 
most talked about Guinness ads.  As part of our Classic Ads 
campaign, which celebrates 250 remarkable years of Guinness, 
they will be making a welcome return to our screens this 
month.  The reaction to our Classic Ads campaign has been 
absolutely brilliant.  We know that many people have been 
waiting for these ads in particular and happily, they will be aired 
throughout March.”

The ‘Dancing Man’
is Back

‘The Island’, or ‘Tá siad ag teacht’.

‘The Dancing Man’.

The number of complaints made 
under the Portman Group’s Code has 
reached its highest annual level in the 
last decade.  Figures published today in 
the Annual Code Report reveal a total 
of 21 complaints were made during 
2008.  Eight of these were upheld by 
the Independent Complaints Panel.  
At the same time, the number of companies turning to the 
Portman Group for confidential pre-market advice has hit 
a record level.  Advice was given on 250 occasions over the 
year which included several instances of unsolicited advice.

You can read a copy of the Annual Code Report at:
www.portmangroup.co.uk/assets/documents/ACR-2008.pdf

Annual Code Report
Ten year high for Code complaints

Clubs are sometimes sent forms for information and claim 
to be cost-free.  Study the small print and check whether 
if the form is returned the club is asked to pay a large sum 
each year. Clubs are then chased on a regular basis until they 
give in and pay.  Various bodies are working with members 
of the European Parliament to try to stop these scams.  The 
European City Guide is one we have featured before.

Directory Scam
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Northern Ireland’s favourite 
Australian wine producer, 
McGuigan, has teamed 
up with Australian airline 
Qantas to offer Northern 
Ireland consumers the trip 
of a lifetime to Sydney and 
beyond.  The competition will 
be communicated via bottle 
collars and run across the 
brand’s iconic Black Label 
range, making it certain to be 
popular amongst consumers 
here as Northern Ireland is 
the biggest market per capita 
for McGuigan’s Black Label 
anywhere in the world.

The promotion, which will run 
in outlets until the end of April 
this year, will offer consumers 
a chance to win one of six 
all expenses paid holidays to 
Australia for two people.  
Entry to the competition 
will be through a dedicated 
promotional website www.mcguigan-wines.co.uk.  Six winners 
will receive return Qantas flights to Sydney, seven night’s 
luxury accommodation and a visit to McGuigan’s spiritual 
home in the Hunter Valley.

Commenting on the promotion, Martin McAuley Managing 
Director United Wine Merchants, who distribute the 
McGuigan range throughout Northern Ireland, said, “In 
this current climate we are more than aware of the need 
to engage with customers and offer them something 
extra.  We’ve worked closely with key retailers to deliver a 
promotion that promises to be very exciting for consumers 
and offers a unique glimpse into the heritage and tradition 
of this iconic wine range.  And with McGuigan Black label 
being so popular amongst Northern Ireland consumers I’m 
confident that the promotion will be very well received.”

Northern Ireland’s Favourite
Wine Offering Trip to Oz

Amanda Parker, Brand Manager, United Wine Merchants, shows Olivia Jennings a simpler way to 
get to Australia as McGuigan’s Black Label is giving away six trips Down Under.
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On Wednesday 4th February the combined efforts of the 
Progressive Unionist Party and The Raven Social Club resulted 
in the presentation of a cheque for £1,500 to Northern 
Ireland Chest Heart & Stroke.

Progressive Unionist Party Leader, Dawn Purvis MLA, said, 
“David was Leader of the Progressive Unionist Party and 
Chairperson of the Raven Social Club, so we organise joint 
events to raise money in his memory for Northern Ireland 
Chest Heart & Stroke.  It is a very worthwhile cause as they 
do excellent work in the field.  We are delighted be able to 
raise money for such a hardworking charity and at the same 
time honour David’s memory.”

Charity Event a Mark of 
Respect for David Ervine

(L-R) Jeanette Ervine (David’s widow), Andrew Dougal,
NI Chest Heart & Stroke and Dawn Purvis M.L.A.

Early CCTV systems comprised of a number of cameras, 
a multiplexer/mixer and a tape video recorder but new 
computer based systems have a digital hard drive based 
recording unit instead of a tape unit.  This new system uses 
a computer hard drive to record what is coming from the 
cameras and stores it onto the drive which, when full, will 
start to record at the beginning again.

The most recent development in CCTV is ip enabled video. 
This entails the use of megapixel cameras to record data 
which is then stored on a computer system.

What is the difference between an ip camera and an 
analogue CCTV camera?
The simple answer is pixels, the small units which make up a 
picture.

On an analogue CCTV camera, which records in the pal 
system, the average size of an image is 704 pixels x 576 
pixels which delivers an image size of 0.4 megapixels.  This is 
enough for surveillance in the areas the cameras are expected 
to cover but often is not enough to allow further in-depth 

examination of small details.  When surveying wide areas, 
sometimes in excess of 5 meters, the resolution can make 
positive identification of faces or small details very difficult.  
This can be worsened by image degradation caused by 
processing in other elements of the system.  Thus network or 
ip cameras as they are also known have an advantage because 
they capture and transmit digital images with no analogue 
conversion necessary.  They consequently suffer less loss of 
quality.  The largest megapixel camera currently available is 4 
megapixel and the quality has to be seen beside an analogue 
camera to fully appreciate the difference.  You also have the 
ability to zoom into an image to see what is really going on.

Pal CCTV which is the most commonly used format while 
linked to a digital video recorder (DVR) cannot zoom in to 
provide the same quality hence the poor image quality.

What is a megapixel?
A megapixel is a million pixels and is a term used not only 
for the number of pixels in an image but also to express 
the number of image sensor elements of a digital camera.  
Generally the higher the number of megapixels the higher the 
quality of the image and the more you can enlarge the image 
or zoom in on parts of an image you want to identify.  The 
high resolution images you get with megapixel cameras solve 
many of the frustrations with current composite surveillance 
cameras.  Megapixel cameras can cover larger areas with a 
single unit delivering better picture quality and allowing digital 
zooming.  Some megapixel cameras can cover areas in excess 
of 18 meters while still providing the ability to identify faces 
and important details.

Digital recording for megapixel cameras is normally performed 
over a computer network or a standalone computer system 
as the large amounts of data generated require large storage 
solutions.  The case for megapixel cameras is a strong one 
especially when you consider how to best get the maximum 
performance out of one camera.

Such units can deliver clean and crisp images of a general 
area but also allows users to further interrogate the image 
to examine them in closer detail.  Try that with a standard 
camera and all you will see will be an increasing level of 
pixellation when you try to zoom in.  As megapixel cameras 
deliver very high resolution images you do not get these 
problems.

For further information on any CCTV related query 
call Abbacus CCTV & Alarms on: 07788 901796.

What’s Available Now
and What the Future Holds

CCTV and Your Club
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Did you know that commercial businesses are more at risk 
of theft than private households?  And worryingly, theft is 
expected to increase in times of recession.

Reducing your risk of crime will help you protect your profits 
and stock as well as keeping your employees safe.  Below is 
some useful advice that explains how you can reduce the 
risks of becoming a victim of crime. Work safe, work smart.

•  Avoid working alone and closing the club alone wherever 
possible, as it is times like these that will make you more 
susceptible to attack.

•  Protect vulnerable or inexperienced employees, make sure 
your more experienced staff work alongside them.

Lock up!
•  Make it clear who is responsible for locking windows, doors, 

cabinets and safes.

•  Allocate someone who is in charge of alarms to ensure 
these are properly activated.

Handle stock and cash with care
• Do not keep large amounts of money in the tills,

•  Make sure you leave tills open and empty them overnight.

• Vary your routine when you are going to do the banking.

• Control your stock tightly and limit access to it.

Prevent fraud
• Make sure you check bank notes for forgery.

•  Check all debit and credit cards following guidance from the 
card issuers.

Take care over who you recruit
•  Request character references and limit the amount of staff 

down to one or two that have keys for the club.

Record all incidents of crime
•  This will assist the police and help you spot any trends that 
may help you introduce tactics to prevent the crime from 
happening again.

Keep Your Club Safe 
‘Inside and Out’

Your club inside and out
•  Every building is different because of its location, contents 

and insurance, therefore crime risks will vary accordingly.

•  Ensure that you consider the individual security of your club.  
How would a criminal break into your premises?  Are you 
and your staff safe?

It may be worth considering some of the 
following advice:
•  Introduce measures to prevent crimes when you are planning 

major refurbishments or a move such as reviewing your 
burglar alarm system and security lighting.

• Carefully consider the position of your tills.

• Use a good quality safe to protect valuables. Keep it out of view.

•  Your insurer can give you advice on the types of safes that are 
available.

Staff awareness
Think about setting up club procedures for:
• Recording crime incidents.

• When to call the police.

• How to handle cash.

• How to use the security equipment.

• Locking your club.

Remember you are not alone!  Why not team up with other 
clubs, pubs and shops in your local area, who are also aiming to 
tackle crime? Try to get to know your local community police 
officer and make sure the groups involved in tackling crime in 
your area know the problems you face and what they can do 
to help you.

And finally, keep safe.  Do not take personal risks.  Your safety 
is more important than your club.

The Statutory Pay rates for maternity, paternity and adoption 
have been released for 2009/2010.  The standard rate will be 
£123.06.  The new rate for statutory sick pay will be £79.15.  
This will take effect from April 6.

The Employment Rights (Increase of Limits Order) 2007 set 
the increases to various amounts that employment tribunals 
could award from February 1, 2008.
(a)  The limit on a ‘week’s pay’ increases to £330;
(b)   The basic award for unfair dismissal and statutory 

redundancy is £9,900;
(c)  The maximum compensatory award increases to £63,000.

Rates of Pay Update

No club can be successful unless it has a body of enthusiastic 
and dedicated members, for the membership is the heart of a 
club.  However, as in all business, success needs a good head 
as well as a good heart. At the head of a club, the chairman 
often holds the key to success.  The importance of a hard 
working chairman together with the secretary and treasurer, is 
paramount.  If such a club also has the support of a hard-working 
and harmonious committee, the club will be doubly blessed.

The Role of Chairman
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Q.  I have been asked to write to a member 
and ask him to attend the next Committee 
Meeting concerning his conduct in the Club.  
The Committee have asked me to include in 
the letter that he will not be allowed to use 
the club until he has appeared before the 
Committee.  I would be grateful if you could 
advise me whether this is correct.

A.  I confirm that it is in order for you to request the member 
in question to “withdraw from the facilities of membership” 
until such time as he appears before the Committee. It is 
very important not to use the word “suspend” in this notice 
since suspension can only take place following the disciplinary 
hearing as one of the options which may be available in the 
event of the Committee deciding the complaint regarding his 
conduct warrants either a reprimand, suspension (for a fixed 
period) or expulsion.

I trust this information is of assistance to you.  I would 
recommend that you carefully examine your Club’s Rules in 
respect of the procedure.

Q.  I am writing on behalf of my Club to enquire 
whether there are any grants available to 
help with the cost of installing a lift for our 
older members and also to offer disabled 
access.  Our club is situated on the first floor 
and is only accessible to members by a very 
wide imposing staircase, and for some of our 
older members it is sometimes quite difficult 
to climb.  We have looked at the possibilities 
of a stairlift but by the very nature of the 
building, this would not be feasible.  At the 
present time there is no way we can offer 
disabled access and obviously we would very 
much like to be able to do this.  Would there 
be any grants, lottery money etc. available 
for this type of thing?

A.  I am not aware of any club which has been successful in 
obtaining either government or lottery grants in order to install 
disability access improvements. The simple fact is that Private 
Members’ Clubs are not public facilities and therefore do not 
attract public money.  I do understand why the Club would 
like to install this lift even though it is not a legal requirement 
to do so. The only thing I can suggest is that the Club starts to 
carry out fundraising activities specifically for the purpose of 
contributing towards the lift installation.

Questions and 
Answers

Pictured at a reception in Hillsborough Castle on 27th 
February are Raymond Kennedy, President of the IFA, Sepp 
Blatter, President of FIFA, Gregory Campbell, Minister for the 
Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure and Michel Platini, 
President of UEFA.                             Photo by Simon Graham/Harrison Photography.

Footballing Giants 
Attend IFA Reception

The Northern Ireland Cancer Fund for Children were recently 
invited to Barrington Rangers Supporters Club on Belfast’s 
Donegall Road to receive a cheque from Linfield striker 
Glen Ferguson.  The event was organised in association with 
Eddie Marcus of the Maysfield Support Group as part of their 
outstanding work in support of the charity.

Barrington Rangers 
Support the NICFC

Club officials in the company of Glen Ferguson and Dawn Weir 
of the Northern Ireland Cancer Fund for Children.
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Belfast 
heavyweight 
Martin Rogan 
continued his 
remarkable rise 
to prominence 
by handing Matt 
Skelton the first 
stoppage defeat 
of his career 
and claiming the 
Commonwealth 
heavyweight 
title.

The unbeaten Rogan launched a stunning late assault to bring 
a juddering contest to an end, sending Skelton sprawling with 
a right hand in the 11th before referee John Keane pounced to 
end the contest.

It was an astonishing result for Rogan in only his 12th 
professional fight as he swapped savage blows with the 
Bedford man in a real fight of the year contender which 
could have gone either way.  And when referee Keane jumped 
in to end the fight after one minute and 21 seconds of the 
penultimate round with Skelton sagging in a neutral corner, it 
sparked jubilant celebrations in the Rogan corner.

The first two rounds suggested little of the excitement that 
was to follow, before Skelton woke up in round three with 
a pair of crunching right hands to give Rogan a taste of what 
was to come.  The rock-hard Belfast man, who had earned his 
shot by beating Audley Harrison in December, soon came back 
for more, landing a strong right-hand at the start of round 
four, but Skelton responded with big right hands.

Rogan rocked Skelton early in the fifth with a right hand in a 
fight which, against all expectations, was turning into a cracking 
brawl.  Skelton ended the round badly cut around his left eye.

Rogan certainly had the momentum, jolting Skelton with two 
more excellent rights in round seven, and looked on the verge 
of a stunning stoppage win in the eighth when he clattered 
shots into a defenceless Skelton on the ropes.  But Skelton 
recovered to barge Rogan back with two wide hooks as the 
momentum see-sawed savagely from one man to the other.

The pace inevitably slackened but the heavy blows continued, 
Skelton rocking his opponent with an uppercut before 
amazingly taking the final few seconds of the ninth round off 
to blow his nose, oblivious to Skelton’s continuing assault.

Skelton’s nose was bloodied by a jab in round 10 but Rogan 
seemed to be tiring most until a stunning right hand sent 
the Bedford man sprawling across the ring in the 11th and 
crashing to the canvas.  Keane had a close look at Skelton 
who rose at the count of eight and moments after the re-start 
Rogan poured across the ring and cracked Skelton’s head back 
to force the end of the contest.

Belfast Man Claims 
Famous Victory

Commonwealth champion, Martin Rogan.
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Miss Northern Ireland, ‘Judith Wilson’ put on her running shoes 
recently to encourage others to get fit and help local people 
living with cancer by taking part in this year’s Belfast City 
Marathon on May 4th.

All abilities are catered for with the full marathon, relay, walk 
or fun run to choose from.  If you do choose to take part this 
year, do it for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Between 20 and 30 people a day living in Northern Ireland 
receive a cancer diagnosis.  Macmillan supports these people 
and their families practically, medically, emotionally, financially 
and through their Macmillan buildings.  This would not be 
possible without the ongoing support of the public.  Help them 
to continue providing support and care when it is needed 
most; sign up with Macmillan Cancer Support today and secure 
your place in this year’s marathon.

Macmillan is aiming to recruit 500 runners throughout 
Northern Ireland.  If you think you are up for the challenge 
then phone Macmillan on 028 9070 8610 and register today to 
receive your sponsorship pack and a free Macmillan Running 
Vest/ t-shirt.

Macmillan Need You

Miss Northern Ireland, Judith Wilson, takes time out to fill in 
her Macmillan entry form.
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Vodafone GAA All 
Star Awards 2009

The February GAA All Star football award winner Stephen 
O’Neill, pictured with Rosemary Steen, Head of Corporate 
Affairs Vodafone, and President of the GAA Nickey Brennan.

Picture: Brian Lawless/SPORTSFILE

Vodafone Ireland have recently confirmed the continuation of its 
sponsorship of the GAA All Star awards for 2009 as it unveiled 
the first Player of the Month awards for this year as well as the 
Player of the Year award in handball for 2008.

The extension of Vodafone’s association with the awards will 
make this the 13th consecutive year that it will have been the 
proud sponsors of the football and hurling All Stars. In addition, 
Vodafone is also the ongoing sponsor of the GAA Player of the 
Month Awards, which also incorporates the Player of the Year in 
football, hurling, camogie and ladies football, as well as Player of 
the Year award for GAA Handball and a special referee’s award.

The event in Dublin also saw the first of this year’s Player of the 
Month awards handed out in football and hurling. The football 
award went to two-time Vodafone All Star Stephen O’Neill of 
Tyrone, not least in recognition of his awesome display for his 
county’s opening league tie with Dublin at Croke Park. On that 
historic night of celebrations to mark the commencement of 
the season-long 125th anniversary of the GAA, O’Neill took 
the spotlight as he kicked eight points, six from play, including 
a sublime point from almost the end-line as Tyrone got their 
league season off to a perfect start. A Vodafone Player of the Year 
from 2005, O’Neill has three GAA Football All-Ireland titles to 
his name and, thankfully for the game, returned towards the end 
of last year after spending two years enduring recurring injuries.

Speaking at the awards presentation ceremony in the Westbury 
Hotel, GAA President Nickey Brennan said that just one month 
into the season there are already signs that the 2009 Allianz 
league and GAA Football championship will more than honour 
the 125th anniversary celebrations. “Already we can look back 
on a quite stunning performance by Stephen O’Neill in the 
first round game with Dublin under lights in Croke Park, which 
marked the commencement of our anniversary celebrations. It 
is already measuring up to be a fantastic year on the field of play 
and we are extremely excited by the prospect.”

It was a clean 
sweep in February 
for Coleraine F.C. 
with David Platt 
collecting the Harp 
Football Writers 
Manager of the 
Month award and 
Stephen Carson 
the Players award.

On hand to 
present the awards 
was Harp girl Suzie 
Morrison.

Harp Lager Football 
Writers Award

The IFA road show is part of a province-wide campaign 
to allow people the chance to star in their own billboard 
as well as helping to raise awareness of the local JJB 
Sports Premiership.  Geoff Wilson, Head of Marketing and 
Communications at the Irish FA said, “The response to date 
on our campaign has been great.  We now want people 
to log onto www.coolfm.co.uk to vote for their favourite 
photographs.  The photograph with the highest votes will be 
made into a 48 sheet poster.  The JJB Sports Premiership has 
recently seen an increase of 11% in crowd attendance year on 
year.  We have a great product and with more fans watching 
our local domestic league we now want to ensure the growth 
in attendance figures are maintained.”

For more information on this campaign log onto
www.ifapremiership.com

IFA Road Show
Rolls Into Town
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*GREAT SPORTING EVENTS
NO. 34
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Also this year...
Boxing - • Jersey Joe Walcott, who was the oldest man to win 
the world heavyweight title when he knocked out Ezzard Charles 
in 1951 at the age of 37, died in New Jersey.

Evander Holyfield lost his WBA and IBF world heavyweight titles to 
Michael Moorer by a majority verdict.

Football - Sir Matt Busby, who single handedly created the 
modern Manchester United, died at the age of 84.

After 33 months in charge, Graeme Souness resigned as the 
Liverpool manager following a shock defeat in the FA Cup by 
Bristol City.  Roy Evans took over.

Golf - José-Maria Olazabal won the Masters, his first major.

Ice Skating - John Curry, the European, World and Olympic 
champion in 1976, dies of an Aids related illness.

Horse Racing - Willie Carson, a 51 year old grandfather, won 
his fourth Derby when he took Erhaab from the back of the field 
over the last furlong.

Everybody at 
the Winter 
Olympics took 
a back seat to 
two ice skaters 
- and they 
weren’t Jayne 
Torvill and 
Christopher 
Dean.

The saga of 
Nancy Kerrigan 
and Tonya 
Harding had 
gripped the 
world ever 
since the day in 
January when 
Kerrigan was 
attacked at the United States championships.  When it emerged 
that the attempt to break Kerrigan’s legs had been carried 
out by associates of Harding, Kerrigan’s main rival on the 
American team, the world was amazed.  Sporting rivalry was 
one thing, but this was something else.  And when Harding’s 
former husband, Jeff Gillooly, and her former bodyguard, Shawn 
Eckardt, not only admitted being involved in the attack but 
claimed that Harding was part of the plot as well, the world 
was agog.  This was something that not even Hollywood could 
have invented.

With Harding facing the threat of not being allowed to go to 
Lillehammer, that other great American institution - their legal 
system - went into overdrive as well.  Threatened with a $25m 
case, the United States Olympic Committee decided that it 
would let Harding compete in the Games.

And still there was high drama to come.  In the final 
programme Harding took to the ice, fluffed her first jump and 
stopped.  She skated over to the judges, brandished a boot lace 
that she claimed had broken, and was allowed to start again.

Not that the histrionics did her any good.  Harding finished in 
eighth place, with Kerrigan collecting the silver medal behind 
Oksana Baiul of the Ukraine.

In a classic American piece of plea bargaining Harding 
subsequently admitted the minor felony of “hindering 
prosecution” and was fined $100,000 and sentenced to three 
years’ probation and 500 hours’ community service.  Eventually, 
Harding was also banned for life by the United States Figure 
Skating Association.

Harding Loses Out

A very upset Tonya Harding.

Boardman Tour de Force
Chris 
Boardman 
became the 
first British 
rider since 
Tommy 
Simpson to 
wear the 
Tour de 
France’s 
yellow 
jersey with 
a blistering 
performance 
in the 
opening time trial.  The 15 second victory over Miguel Indurain, 
himself something of a time trial specialist, was enough to 
enable him to keep the overall lead until the end of the fourth 
stage.

Boardman’s exploits created a surge of interest when the Tour 
visited Britain for the first time since 1974.  The excitement 
was increased when Sean Yates also claimed the yellow jersey 
for a day.

But when Indurain took over the lead the outcome of the race 
was hardly in doubt.  Indurain swept to victory to become only 
the third man to win the Tour four years in a row.

There was consolation for Boardman, who won two titles at 
the world championships, but nothing but grief for Graeme 
Obree.  The world hour record holder was disqualified in Sicily 
after a row about his riding style.  Then, later in the year, he 
lost his record to Indurain as well.

Chris Boardman speaking with Lance Armstrong.
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Enjoy Hennessy Cognac Sensibly. Visit 

Enjoy Wyndham Estate Sensibly

Enjoy Wyndham Estate Sensibly

Enjoy Sensibly

Enjoy Sensibly
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SUPPOR
TING

YOUR T
HIRST

Supporting Football and Your Customers throughout 2009!

Drink Carling Responsibly. www.drinkaware.co.uk
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